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WHERE IN THE WORLD…

Northwestern Division

South Pacific Division

Pacific Ocean Division
Mississippi 
Valley Division

Southwestern Division

Great Lakes &Ohio 
River Division

North Atlantic 
Division

South Atlantic Division

Transatlantic AfghanistanMiddle East

Transatlantic Division

Click on the 
Annotation 
option      on 
the left side of 
your screen 
and then use 
the Pencil 
Tool or 
checkmark to 
mark your 
response.
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ExpertJourneymanNovice

Click on the Annotation option      on the left side of your screen and then use 
the Pencil Tool or checkmark to mark your response.

WHERE ARE YOU IN YOUR PLANNING CAREER?
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PURPOSE OF THE WRCP PROGRAM

• Identify workforce capability and competency

• Identify experienced planners to provide leadership on particularly 
complicated, controversial, and/or high visibility studies

• Promote a standard of excellence for Planners to strive toward

• Improve the PCoP’s understanding of the experience and diversity of 
our workforce
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It’s just for the 
Plan Formulation 

Sub-CoP

It’s just for District 
planners

It’s just for those 
with extensive GI 
study experience

Click on the Annotation option      on the left side of your screen and then use 
the Pencil Tool or checkmark to mark your response.

WHICH OF THESE MISPERCEPTIONS HAVE 
YOU HEARD ABOUT THE WRCP PROGRAM?

(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)
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WHO ARE WATER RESOURCES CERTIFIED PLANNERS?

• From every sub-CoP

• Supervisors as well as PDT members

• District, MSC, and Headquarters staff

• Review team members

• Experienced in GI, CAP, and other studies
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CRITERIA FOR CERTIFICATION

• Education & Training

• Experience (Studies & Reviews)

• Knowledge of Planning, Policy, and Process

• Mentoring, Communication, and Leadership
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BENEFITS TO BECOMING A WRCP

• Leadership on cutting edge, ground-breaking studies

• Opportunities to participate in national teams, task forces, and PCXs

• Justification for continuing education

• Demonstrate expertise as you move up in your Planning career

• Opportunity to "give back" to the organization by mentoring and by 
helping USACE deliver high quality products

• Evidence of your advanced skillset!
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RESPONSIBILITIES

• Remain actively engaged in Planning

• Mentor and develop other planning professionals

• Be available to support water resources challenges and address 
projects of regional or national scope

• Remain informed on current Civil Works guidance and policies

• Recertify every 5 years
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APPLICATION PROCESS

1 Complete Qualification Statement within Planner Database

2 Submit Application and Secure Supervisory Validation 

3 Score Applications based on Established Criteria

4 Prepare Essays

5 Conduct Interviews and Score Essays

6 Present Recommendations to the Planning Advisory Board

7 Announce new WRCPs!

8 Update Certification Status
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SCHEDULE FOR FY22 WRCP SELECTIONS

NOW! Complete Qualification Statement within Planner Database
NLT

20 MAY
Submit Application and Secure Supervisory Validation 

MAY -
JUNE

Score Applications based on Established Criteria

JUNE Prepare Essays
JUNE -
JULY

Conduct Interviews and Score Essays

AUGUST Present Recommendations to the Planning Advisory Board

AUGUST Announce new WRCPs!

AUGUST Update Certification Status



12HOW TO APPLY 
LOG INTO THE PLANNER DATABASE

https://sme.planusace.us

PlanningOnline@usace.army.mil
For assistance, email:

Self-Register if you don’t 
have an account.

Password Reset



13HOW TO APPLY
MY INFO DROP DOWN MENU AND MY CERTIFICATIONS



14HOW TO APPLY
WATER RESOURCES CERTIFIED PLANNER…APPLY HERE

Open instructions in a 
separate window
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EDIT PROFILE AND START APPLICATION

Update your 
Planner 
Profile first

Then start the 
application
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THE APPLICATION

• Six Separate Tabs
• Basic Info
• Education & Training
• Experience
• Studies
• Reviews
• Finalize

Be sure to use the 
buttons at the 
bottom of each tab 
to SAVE your 
information



17HOW TO APPLY
TAB 1: BASIC INFO

Another link to your 
Planner Profile, in case 
you have not yet updated it.

Another link to 
the detailed 
Application 
Instructions

Status: shows the 
completeness (%) 
of your application



18HOW TO APPLY
TAB 2: EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Click +/-
to expand or 
hide sections of 
the application

All Education and 
Training data is 
taken from the 
Planner Profile.

Contact your 
MSC SubCoP 
lead if you’re 
missing ATR 
certification.



19HOW TO APPLY
TAB 3: EXPERIENCE

SubSections
• General Experience
• Area of Planning Expertise
• Special Assignments
• Instruction Experience
• Mentoring
• Temp Assignments/Details
• Papers/Presentations



20HOW TO APPLY
TAB 4: STUDIES

Enter at least 5 
Studies
No more than 15

Only your top 5 
highest scoring 
Studies will be 
counted towards 
your application 
score.



21HOW TO APPLY
TAB 5: REVIEWS

Enter 5 to 15 
DQC, ATR, or 
Policy Review 
Team Reviews.

Enter 5 to 15 PCX 
or Model Reviews. 

Only your top 5 
highest scoring 
Reviews will be 
counted towards 
your application 
score.



22HOW TO APPLY
TAB 6: FINALIZE

Select 
Continue to 
Final Step

Select your 
supervisor 
and alternate.
They will 
receive an 
email asking 
them to 
review your 
application.



23HOW TO APPLY
REVIEW DATA COMPLETION MATRIX

Data Completion Matrix shows 
completeness of application data. 

Get Help with 
the Data 
Completion 
Matrix

If data is 
incomplete, 
use links to 
go back and 
edit the 
application.



24HOW TO APPLY
VALIDATION AND SIGNATURE

Confirm the 
accuracy and 
electronically 
sign.

Complete and 
Submit the 
Application



25HOW TO APPLY
APPLICATION SUBMITTED

Watch the 
certification page 
to see the 
progression of 
your application.

You may be 
asked to make 
revisions and 
re-submit

Your application has 
been submitted and 
your supervisor will be 
notified that it is ready 
for their review.



26SUPERVISORY VALIDATION
MY INFO DROP DOWN MENU AND REVIEW APPLICATIONS 

Click +/- Button for List of 
Applications to Review 
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SIGNS YOU MAY QUALIFY

• You serve as a go-to resource and regularly mentor other planners.

• You can speak confidently to planning policy, guidance, and 
processes.

• You have experience leading a diverse array of studies from start to 
finish.

• You are ATR-certified.

• You have teaching or other leadership experience.
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TROUBLE FILLING OUT YOUR APPLICATION?

…CONTACT ME!

HAVE IDEAS ON HOW TO IMPROVE THE PROGRAM?

…CONTACT ME!
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